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biomimetics

We think we know what distinguishes a
mlllll);.ll T'fl“llll 4 I"il‘]l'nl_-‘:l'.il ll:ll._ ¢SS E\n[
mereasingly these ostensibly separate domams
e permcable boundaries. Their interpen-
diration characterizes the new discipline of
blomimetics.! Chemastry, molecular biology,
mibemation processing, communications,
robotics, design, and architectural practices
are all working to merge the organic and the
mechanic. The cutting edgre of this rescarch
(npmally at the nanoscale) often A o
sament or replicate exasting biological functions.
Hence the term bionmesis. The problem, as
atiss have long recognized. is that replication
el changes our experience of the results
Mimesss stands in for an aesthene, not a pros-
e relatson to che body

If prostherics increasingly amplify the

body rather than attempting to mimic

original forms or funcaonal limits (see

“Prosthetics™), what 1s the role of mim

cs1s in the discipline of bjoengincering?

One suspects that part of the job done by

“mimerics’” here is 1o neutralize some of

the anxicty that has always attended the

machine/human interface by giving the

machinic phylum a tamiliar feel.? Cer-
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of the widespread fear about mach
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Matrex, War o) th

Worlds) is due to the

alien atingy |n.u|<-u|;|.u Yy of existing et

faces: thus they work to produce ever
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the cardiac musc!




